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TAX OVERHAUL 


How GOP 
overcame 


internal 
strife to 
pass bill 


m The prospect of a bipartisan deal 


that could have solidified public 
support for the tax plan was far 


outweighed by the imperative to keep 


the GOP unified. 


BY MIKE DEBONIS AND ERICA WERNER 


The Washington Post 


In the days leading up to a critical 
Senate vote this month on the GOP tax 
plan, Republican Sen. Rob Portman of 
Ohio met secretly with Sen. Joe Man- 
chin III of West Virginia in the moder- 
ate Democrat’s hideaway office in the 


basement of the Capitol. 
Manchin told Portman that he 


would consider joining the tax effort, if 


only a few 
changes were 
made. Chief 
among them: 
Instead of 
cutting the 
corporate tax 
rate to 20 per- 
cent, a top 
Republican 
goal, reduce it 
to 25 percent — 
and use the 
proceeds for 
bigger middle- 
class tax cuts. 
Other Demo- 
crats, Manchin 
suggested, 
might follow. 
Portman 
took the re- 


quest to Republican leaders, who re- 


jected it. 


For Republican leaders, the prospect 
of a bipartisan deal that could have 
solidified public support for the tax 
plan was far outweighed by the imper- 
ative to keep the GOP unified and the 
belief that deep cuts in corporate tax- 
es, more than anything else, were the 
recipe for economic and political suc- 


cess. 


“I would have preferred for it to 
have been bipartisan,” Portman said. 
“There were certain things that he was 


looking for that didn’t fit with the 


consensus that we had reached with 


the Republican conference.” 


The result was a bill that has been 
signed by President Donald Trump — 
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Sen. Joe Manchin III 
says he regrets that 
Republicans didn’t 
welcome his 
overtures. 
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For the past year, a family 
wracked by gun violence has 
been trying to escape a South 
Miami-Dade public housing 
project that has left them 
scarred. Finally, their cries for 
help might be answered, but 
at a cost too difficult to fath- 
om — the death of a 2-year- 
old child. 


When little Carnell 
Williams-Thomas was shot 


and killed while playing with 
his new scooter in front of his 
Arthur Mays Villas home last 
week, it was the third time a 
family member or close family 
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IT’S BEEN HEARTBREAKING ... LIKE A MISSING 
PIECE. THAT’S MY LITTLE BROTHER. 


Lashelle Williams, Carnell Williams-Thomas’ sister 


friend had been shot or shot at 


in almost the exact same spot 
during the past 19 months. 
Terrified, Carnell’s mother, 
Dorothy Williams, said she 
had repeatedly contacted 
public housing advocates 
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Dorothy Williams, mother of 2-year-old Carnell Williams-Thomas, who was shot to death at his apartment, struggles to keep her 
composure at Miami-Dade Police headquaters in Doral. The family asked the public for information to help find the killer. 


A family’s house of horror: 3 fired 
at, 2 struck and 1 dead toddler 


about relocating. The Wil- 
liams family said they first 
were offered a second-floor 
apartment that they had to 
turn down because it was too 
difficult to navigate for Car- 
nell’s older sister, who was in 
a wheelchair after being shot. 

After that, nothing had been 
available. 

“We put in for an emergen- 
cy transfer,” said Carnell’s 
grandmother Barbara Wil- 
liams. “Didn’t happen. Noth- 
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CORRECTIONS | MIAMI 


Overdose deaths in jails could lead to murder charges 


m Miami prosecutors are 
considering using a new law that 
allows fentanyl suppliers to be 
charged with murder if they 
provide fatal doses. 


BY DAVID OVALLE 
dovalle@miamiherald.com 


Whoever supplied the suspect- 
ed fentanyl that likely killed two 
inmates could face murder 
charges as investigators ramp up 
their probe into how the deadly 
drugs were smuggled into the 
troubled Miami-Dade County 
jails. 

Newly released court docu- 


CHUCK FADELY Miami Herald 


Miami-Dade’s Pretrial Detention Center, where two inmates died this 
month of suspected fentanyl overdoses. 


ments reveal that Miami prose- 
cutors, in addition to probing the 
introduction of contraband into 
the jails, are considering using a 
new Florida law that makes it 
easier to charge a fentanyl sup- 
plier with murder. 

The investigation comes as the 
deaths have again cast scrutiny 
on the Miami-Dade corrections 
department, one of the largest 
jail systems in the country — 
which remains under federal 
judicial supervision because of its 
long history of shoddy conditions 
for inmates. 

“We’re considering these two 
overdose deaths to be a criminal 
investigation for potential mur- 


der,” Miami-Dade State Attorney 
Katherine Fernandez Rundle told 
the Miami Herald. “And the 
other thing that is clearly 
screaming out for attention is 
potential facility corruption — 
how are these drugs getting into 
the jail? How are they being 
distributed? There are a lot of 
questions.” 

A Miami-Dade jail spokesman 
would not discuss the overdoses, 
citing the ongoing investigation. 

“Generally, we recognize the 
introduction of any contraband 
within our facilities poses a 
threat to inmates and our staff 


SEE OVERDOSE, 2A 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 
800-843-4372 or miamiherald.com/customer-service 


Americas 13A Comics 
Business 10-11A Deaths 
Classified 10-11BX Lottery 


6C Local news 3, 6A 
14A Puzzles 2, 7€ : 
8A Television 5C : 0" "77785"23333!" "6 


